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Members of the emergency response team meet with Courtney Cephas (left), Executive
Director of the National Healthcare Enhancement Foundation.

Hurricane Melissa made landfall in Jamaica as a slow-moving Category 5
hurricane, one of the most powerful storms recorded in the Atlantic basin and
the most severe hurricane ever to make landfall in Jamaica. Extensive
destruction caused by the storm led the Prime Minister to declare a national
disaster, with Jamaica’s western parishes—Hanover, Saint Ann, Saint Elizabeth,
Saint James, Trelawny and Westmoreland—suffering the most severe impacts.
Widespread devastation, including fallen trees, damaged utility poles, and
significant flooding and landslides, have obstructed access to essential services.
Nineteen fatalities have been reported in the country, with more expected as
search-and-rescue efforts continue

The hurricane has left more than 125,000 people displaced, with many seeking
refuge in shelters while others face temporary homelessness. More than 500
shelters are fully activated, with more than 13,000 people seeking refuge there.
The storm has damaged hospitals and healthcare facilities throughout the
island. Access to vulnerable populations has been severely hampered,
particularly in remote areas, while damage to the Emergency Operations Center
has impeded ongoing search-and-rescue efforts. Pre-positioned supplies have
also been compromised, with critical relief items lost due to the storm's impact.

Three hospitals in western Jamaica are non-operational, while others are
functioning under emergency protocols. Many health centers nationwide remain
closed, significantly exacerbating the urgent need for immediate medical
assistance. The Ministry of Health and local authorities have called for
assistance in establishing temporary health facilities and deploying emergency
medical teams to provide relief to those affected.
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FAST FACTS

Hurricane Melissa made
landfall in Jamaica as an
historically powerful Category 5
hurricane, with maximum
sustained winds of 185 mph.

The storm ravaged the western
part of the island, ripping roofs
off houses, toppling utility poles
and leaving some regions
completely submerged.

At least 19 people have been
killed, with more casualties
expected as search-and-
rescue efforts continue.

The storm comes some 15
months after Hurricane Beryl
devastated western Jamaica
parishes St. Elizabeth and
Clarendon.

OUR RESPONSE

International Medical Corps
has deployed an emergency
response team to assess the
situation and coordinate with
local partners.

International Medical Corps
has been active in Jamaica
since our response to
Hurricane Beryl in July 2024,
providing emergency health
supplies and equipment in
response to that hurricane as
well as providing trauma and
mass casualty management
training to first responders and
healthcare leaders.

As Hurricane Melissa approached the island, International Medical Corps reached out to our partners there—including,
Ministry of Health (MoH) and the National Healthcare Enhancement Foundation (NHEF)—to coordinate response efforts.
We also reached out to local health and emergency partners, drawing on relationships built during our response to 2024’s
Hurricane Beryl and during the extensive training we provided in early 2025 to healthcare leaders on mass casualty
management and basic emergency care, which helped officials and clinicians better prepare for hurricanes.



https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/emergency-response/hurricane-beryl/
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/emergency-response/hurricane-beryl/

We prepositioned medical, wound-care, hygiene and food supplies, and deployed an emergency response team that is
assessing local needs and service gaps, and providing immediate on-the-ground support. The team also is collaborating
with MoH staff to determine whether additional medical personnel are required to deliver lifesaving medical assistance.

Immediate needs at this stage including providing medical supplies, as well as food and non-food items, to affected
populations, and coordinating to facilitate shipment of items that are needed most. NHEF has told us that there is an
urgent need for immediate medical services due to extensive damage to hospitals and health facilities in affected regions.
The primary goals of those coordinating the response currently involve establishing field hospitals—starting in the town of
Black River, Saint Elizabeth parish—while assessing the status of primary healthcare clinics to identify those that can be
restored or that require temporary replacement clinics. Essential medical supplies, staffing and equipment will be critical to
addressing the emerging health crises stemming from the disaster. These interventions are crucial for ensuring continuity
of care for people affected by the storm, as they will facilitate emergency health consultations and maintain essential
health services during this critical response period.

Communication with the western part of the island is currently limited, making it challenging to connect with regional
health teams and to understand the type of field hospital needed. Our emergency response team will gather further details
to facilitate our ongoing efforts.

International Medical Corps has been active in Jamaica since our response to Hurricane Beryl in July 2024, when we
supplied medical supplies, commodities and medical equipment, and helped more than 75,500 people directly. In early
2025, we provided training to more than 220 first responders and hospital leaders—who are leading response efforts for
Hurricane Melissa—on such topics as mass casualty management and basic emergency care, as well as “Stop the Bleed”
training for non-medical staff.

Support is critically needed to ensure that International Medical Corps can continue responding to this devastating storm.
Immediate procurement of appropriate supplies, as well as the possible need to provide health infrastructure and staff, is
especially important, as is the ability to support and train key personnel as they respond to the storm and its aftermath.
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