First Responder for
more than 30 years
Because of your support,
International Medical Corps
continues to deliver our mission
around the world.

In 2014 and 2015, countries in West Africa experienced the largest
Ebola virus disease outbreak ever recorded, with the epicenter in
Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia.
Of the 28,109 cases, there were 11,305
deaths in the three most affected
countries—a 50-70% mortality rate. Due
to weak infection control measures,
inadequate precaution practices and
a shortage of medical supplies and
protective equipment, there was high
exposure of health care workers.
International Medical Corps had nearly
1,600 staff on the ground (90% local);

JO’S STORY

operated five Ebola treatment centers;
trained 5,200 medical and non-medical
personnel; deployed rapid response
teams in five countries; and screened
more than 670,000 visitors for signs
of Ebola at 28 health facilities, helping
restore trust in the health system and
ultimately transforming the way West
Africa responds to future outbreaks.

Every patient admitted to International Medical Corps’
Ebola treatment facilities faced an uphill survival battle, but
especially four-month old baby Josephine, who contracted
the virus at a few months old.
Her mother contracted Ebola first and entered our
treatment unit in Liberia in November 2014. Josephine
tested negative for the virus and was taken to nearby
Phebe Hospital for care while her mother fought for her life.
When she was finally discharged in December, Josephine’s
mother went straight to collect her and take her home. That
night, Josephine developed a fever and started vomiting.
The next day, Josephine was in the treatment unit where,
to everyone’s dismay, she tested positive for Ebola. The
nurses and doctors shaved Josephine’s tiny head to run an
IV line, keeping her hydrated. The odds of such a tiny baby
surviving were nearly non-existent, but her mother and
the medical staff never gave up hope—later in December,
Josephine tested negative for Ebola and was sent home,
possibly the youngest survivor of the epidemic.

On April 25, 2015, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Nepal, with the
epicenter in Gorkha District, about 50 miles northwest of Kathmandu
and just south of the country's northern border with the Tibet
Autonomous Region of China.
Subsequently, 350 aftershocks over
4.0 magnitude hit Nepal; in May, a 7.3
magnitude earthquake struck east of
Kathmandu.
Approximately 8 million people were
affected, including millions who
were displaced from their homes.
More than 8,800 people were killed
in the earthquake and subsequent
aftershocks, with another 22,300
injured. There was widespread damage
and destruction of buildings, health
facilities, roads and other public
infrastructure.

When a 7.8 magnitude earthquake destroyed
the remote village of Laprak, Nepal, every
building was leveled; somehow, only 19
people were killed. Laprak, located nine hours
from the closest road, was completely cut off
from the world. No one could seek help and
help could not come to provide much-needed
medical services, medicines or basic supplies.
International Medical Corps was able to reach
the residents via helicopter, bringing doctors,
nurses, lifesaving medical care and supplies
to the devastated community.
There, our staff heard of a critically injured
man–he had suffered a stroke prior to and
a spinal injury during the earthquake. Not
knowing what to do, his neighbors strapped
him to a rock to steady him.
Our volunteer, Dr. Mike Karch, and EMT Tim
Collins ran down the rugged mountain terrain
from their helicopter’s landing place to reach
the man—a 35-minute journey on foot.

Through September 2015, International
Medical Corps’ programs benefited
more than 210,000 people; 4,547
people had health consultations and
27 remote villages were reached
through mobile medical units; 100,000
benefited from 22 metric tons of
lifesaving relief supplies (medicine,
equipment, materials); 25,445 people
benefited from 5,089 hygiene kits;
6,960 people benefited from 1,392
health kits including rice, lentils,
blankets, mosquito nets and hygiene
supplies; and more.

DR. KARCH’S STORY
When they found their patient, they traded off carrying him on
their backs, fireman style, up the mountain. About halfway up,
they transferred their patient to a stretcher and covered him with
a burlap blanket.
Carrying a man up the
mountain, 10,000 feet
above sea level, was a
feat of endurance for our
First Responders—they
rested every 50 steps.
Safely up the mountain,
they transferred their
critically injured patient
to the helicopter to be
transported to a local
hospital for advanced
medical care.

SYRIA CRISIS
Syria’s civil war is in its sixth year with no end in sight.
The conflict has claimed an
estimated 250,000 lives, made
11 million homeless and driven
more than 4 million Syrians to take
refuge in neighboring countries.
Inside Syria, 12.2 million people
need humanitarian aid, including
5.6 million children. International

Medical Corps works in Syria
providing lifesaving medical care
and medicines, working with
refugees and host communities in
Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq and Turkey.
The organization recently expanded
its services to reach people on the
move in Greece and Serbia.

ISRAA’S STORY
Inside a youth friendly space, 29-year-old Israa stands in
front of a dozen children, Syrian refugees living in Zaatari
camp in Jordan. There are large wooden tables covered
with watercolor paints and brushes. Israa is also a Syrian
refugee from Dera’a. In 2013, she and her husband fled
their hometown with their four
children, ages two to twelve,
seeking safety in Jordan. Since
then, the family has lived in
Jordan’s Zaatari refugee camp.
“We had no choice but to leave.
Our house was on the front lines
of confrontations. Armed men
would burst in during the night,
overturning everything in their
path. The children were always
terrified--the
two
youngest
children experienced the worst.
They were crying all the time.
One night, we were all ordered
to go out into the street, in the
cold and rain, until the search
was finished. Life became
unbearable. We chose to go to Zaatari because we could
not afford to pay a rent in another city.” Five months after
settling in the camp, Israa applied as a volunteer art teacher
with International Medical Corps.

Israa had been a kindergarten teacher who loved art.
“As a volunteer with International Medical Corps in
Zaatari, I am thrilled because I combine my teaching
skills with my passion for drawing.”
At first, Israa says the children’s art
reflected sadness and destruction,
showing homes, using only black
and grey colors. Today, they paint
more colorful things, expressing
dreams of a better future. She
says the class is like therapy. “My
mission is to help Syrian children
relieve their frustration.”
Last year, in a show named
“Colors from Zaatari,” Israa’s class
exhibited their art in Amman. “It
was a big success and a chance
for children to share their work and
highlight their hopes.”
Israa tells us, “Though settling in a
crowded refugee camp is not easy,
I was fortunate to have the opportunity to do something
I love. Maybe [one day, I can] attend an arts school.”

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
AND PREPAREDNESS
Over the past five years in Afghanistan,
we trained 19,000 volunteers to
respond in a disaster; after the October
earthquake these volunteers mobilized
and helped rescue people trapped in
their homes, while our teams provided
8,000 medical consultations using
mobile medical teams.

HEALTH SERVICES
SUPPORT
In South Sudan, we currently
enroll 177 midwifery and 44
nursing students at our 3
schools, to help strengthen
the national health system.

FAMILY AND
COMMUNITY HEALTH
In Lebanon, we provided 308,919
medical consultations at 44 health
facilities and with 3 mobile medical
teams, reaching refugees and
members of the community in need
of critical health care.

2015
PROGRAMS

WOMEN’S AND
CHILDREN’S
HEALTH

WATER, SANITATION
AND HYGIENE

In South Sudan, 16 women die
every day due to pregnancyrelated complications; we
attended 5,671 deliveries and
provided antenatal care to
10,528 women.

In water-scarce Ethiopia, we build
rainwater harvesting systems,
rehabilitate boreholes, and
provide hygiene training. Over
the last year, we have made 214
improvements to water supply
systems, benefiting more than
220,000 people.

NUTRITION AND
FOOD SECURITY
In Ethiopia, at 255 outpatient
treatment sites and 41 inpatient
stabilization centers, we treated
13,245 children aged 6-59 months
suffering from severe acute
malnutrition.

MENTAL HEALTH AND
PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT
Across the Middle East, our staff provided
more than 386,270 mental health
consultations to Syrian refugees and the
local communities that host them.

Training underpins all we do.

TRAINING UNDERPINS
ALL WE DO
We know that training during an emergency and
through the recovery phase is the best way to
multiply our impact on the ground and strengthen
communities over the long-term. That’s what we’ve
proven again and again for more than 30 years, in
more than 75 countries, where we’ve delivered more
than $2.2 billion in health care and training.
International Medical Corps builds capacity, from
the local level up through government health
offices, using an approach that includes pre-service
and in-service training, mentoring and supportive
supervision.

Today, our global staff numbers more than 8,200,
and 90% of them are recruited—and trained—locally.
We work with local leaders to support them in
strengthening their communities and building selfreliance. Through our training programs, we pass
essential skills into local hands, preparing those in
disaster-prone areas to better withstand adversity.
Embedding these skills into the community lies at the
heart of what we do.

WHERE
WE WORK
Afghanistan Burundi Cameroon Central African Republic (CAR)
Chad Croatia Darfur Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) Ethiopia
Gaza Guinea Guinea-Bissau Greece Haiti Hungary Indonesia Iraq
Japan Jordan Kenya Lebanon Liberia Libya Mali Myanmar Nepal
Nigeria Pakistan Philippines Rwanda Serbia Sierra Leone Somalia
South Sudan Syria Turkey Ukraine Vanuatu Yemen Zimbabwe

Chris Skopec, Senior Director, Emergency
Preparedness and Response, talks to Bob Schieffer
on CBS’ Face the Nation about International Medical
Corps’ response to the earthquake in Nepal.

profiles in pictures our nutrition programs in
South Sudan.

profiles First Responder nurse Kelly Suter who
has been at the epicenter of every disaster
around the world for the last 5 years.

discusses how the recent calls for barring
Syrian refugees from Europe and the U.S.
could be disastrous for the Middle East.

features the discharge of the last Ebola patient
from our facility in Sierra Leone.

In November, some 600 supporters attended
International Medical Corps’ 2015 Annual Awards
Celebration in Los Angeles—an event that raises
support for our lifesaving work around the world.
Honorees included Her Excellency Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf of Liberia, Kaiser Permanente, best-selling
author of “What to Expect When You’re Expecting”
Heidi Murkoff, and nurse/master trainer Aaron
Sonah from Liberia.

To view more highlights visit: www.InternationalMedicalCorps.org/Media

IN 2015,

the pace and breadth
of our work accelerated throughout the year with six
new emergencies added to our 2014 relief efforts.
We have continued our support for those affected
by Syria’s tragic civil war—now reaching into its sixth
year—and West Africa’s Ebola epidemic. In addition,
we responded to a series of major earthquakes
in Nepal, escalating conflict in Yemen, as well as
increased violence in South Sudan and Central
African Republic.

30:1

Every unrestricted dollar you contribute unlocks
up to an additional $30 in grants, donated
medicines, and supplies

2015 was a year of unparalleled challenges, but
we were able to meet those challenges with
strength and speed—and because of your help. Our
deepest thanks and appreciation go to you for your
generosity and support. We are grateful for the trust
you have placed in us and the critical role you play in
International Medical Corps’ work around the world.

90%

90 percent of every dollar you contribute
directly supports programs

International Medical Corps
12400 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1500
Los Angeles, CA 90025
(310) 826-7800

